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AMP-UP YOUR NITROGEN RESPONSE WITH INTELLI-AMP
There are at least sixteen essential elements that are required to grow a plant.  Any one of those sixteen elements in deficiency 
at any time through the season will restrict the plant from realising its maximum yield potential.  They are called essential 
elements for a reason! However, because they are only required in smaller quantities, trace elements often get forgotten...
often at the expense of yield. 

Many Australian soils are deficient in some key trace elements. Each year with our crops and livestock, we extract more trace 
elements from an already low base in our soils, exacerbating the deficiency symptoms. The most common local deficiencies, 
based on sap, tissue and soil test data include zinc, copper, boron and molybdenum.  A deficiency means the availability 
of certain elements at certain times through the season are below plant requirements needed to achieve maximum yield 
potential.  Often a deficiency is not only expressed as a physical symptom, but also as a disease symptom and importantly as 
reduced water use efficiency. 

These 4 trace elements are also coined the ‘nitrogen helper elements’ as they play key roles in assisting nitrogen to work 
efficiently in the plant. Nitrogen does not act alone in the plant, but rather uses a number of other elements to build plant 
biomass and protein. When these ‘nitrogen helper elements’ are deficient, yield and protein response can be seriously 
compromised. 

Intelli-AMP, a locally made liquid trace element product containing these trace elements and plant growth stimulants, is 
designed specifically to improve the response of foliar applied nitrogen.  Intelli-AMP will increase yield and protein responses 
associated with applied nitrogen applications simply by improving the efficiency of that nitrogen in the plant.
 

‘Nitrogen helper’ trace elements – what they do.
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Zinc
Zinc (Zn) assists in the development of strong root systems and key enzymes required for 

nitrogen metabolism.  Adequate zinc helps crops withstand dry periods.  Light acid soils and 
heavy alkaline soils most prone to deficiency.

Copper
Copper (Cu) is essential for nitrogen efficiency (key enzymes required for nitrogen metabolism), 
protein production, pollination, straw strength and disease resistance. Copper also helps crops 

withstand dry periods.

Boron Boron (B) is essential for pollen viability, and a deficiency causes reduced grain set.   
Boron also plays an important role in water relations and disease resistance.

Molybdenum Molybdenum (Mo) is essential for nitrogen efficiency.  Wheat yields can be reduced by up to 30% 
before symptoms are seen.  Acid and high iron soils most prone.
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Protect your crops from major grass and broadleaf 
weeds with Rexade™ herbicide with Arylex™ active.

Speak to your local AgriWest store today.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT TIME TO APPLY 
PREVENTATIVE FLYSTRIKE TREATMENTS
 

In the first instance, the need to treat sheep with preventative flystrike chemical 
products can be greatly reduced or removed by choosing the most suitable 
times to shear and crutch sheep, implementing worm and dag management, 
and very importantly, by breeding sheep that are resistant to flystrike. 

If chemical treatments still become necessary, choose one of the following when 
deciding the most appropriate time to apply a preventative flystrike treatment.   

1.	 Early season flystrike preventative treatment

In areas where flies are dormant for an 8 week period or more during winter, 
apply a preventative treatment to the entire flock during this period of dormancy.

It is essential that no strikes (including the hidden ‘covert’ strikes) occur, as maggots 
from these will allow the fly population to build to levels high enough for strike 
to occur later in the season.

Fly-trapping or previous experience can be used to plan when treatment should 
be applied. Your treatment time should also allow you to comply with chemical 
withholding periods. The strategy involves applying a long-acting flystrike 
preventative to the whole flock before any fly activity in spring, followed where 
possible, with shearing or crutching when the chemical protection period is 
ending.

This prevents a fly population building up after a winter dormancy, so that 
strike is ultimately prevented later in the season by a lack of flies, rather than 
by making sheep less susceptible or applying another chemical treatment. 

2.	 Set treatment time at the start of the flystrike season

On properties where preventative treatments are required in more years than not, 
treatment can be applied at a set time every year.

This can be at a time just before significant amounts of flystrike is likely to occur, 
and can just be applied to at-risk mobs.

Treatment ideally occurs just before the number of strikes start to build up, but not 
before any strike occurs. The aim is to gain the maximum amount of protection 
for the chemical applied across the flystrike season.

If the chemical is applied too early, only a small amount of high-risk sheep are 
gaining the benefit in the first few weeks or so. But at the end of the season, 
when the fly numbers have built up and more strikes are liable to occur, the 
protection period of the chemical may have finished earlier than needed. As a 
result, more sheep may be struck at the end of the fly season, or more chemical 
will need to be applied than was necessary. This can end up with a higher cost 
and more sheep struck than if initial treatment was done a few weeks or so later 
(with the small number of sheep struck early being treated individually).
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3.	 Threshold method  

On properties where preventative treatments are not required in the majority of 
years, a threshold method, where treatment occurs once a set amount of strike 
is occurring, can be used to decide when to treat. 

Also, on properties that use the method listed above—treatments applied at a 
set time each year before significant amounts of strike occur—monitoring prior 
to this time should still occur, and the threshold method should be applied in 
the occasional years when a wetter, warmer spring causes earlier strikes.

Once about 0.5% of sheep (1 sheep in 200) are struck in any one week it is 
almost always most economical to treat the whole mob with a preventative 
treatment, as the costs of labour for monitoring and treating individuals are very 
high, as are the costs from deaths and severely struck sheep.

However, you should treat earlier, at a lower strike threshold, if you or your staff 
cannot check frequently enough to detect and treat struck sheep before the 
strike is advanced.

In some cases the threshold may be reached, but has been brought about by 
an isolated rain event. If weather forecasts indicate that wet, warm and humid 
weather that presents a high flystrike risk is about to cease for a lengthy period, 
it is likely to be more economic to continue treating affected sheep individually 
over the next few days, rather than apply a mob treatment.

The other situation where individual treatment should continue is if you are 
close to shearing or the sale of animals and the various withholding periods 
for mob treatments will exceed the time until shearing/sale. In this case, if the 
flystrike risk is severe, consider bringing shearing forward or applying a product 
with a very short withholding period.
 
With susceptible sheep, monitoring should be carried out every second 
day during periods of heavy challenge, provided the sheep can be properly 
observed. Note that body strike is often more difficult to detect because sheep 
respond less in the early stages (compared with breech strike), so strike can 
become extensive before detection. 

Where the country is steep or timbered or there is otherwise poor access to all 
sheep, or where lack of labour prevents frequent checking during these heavy-
challenge periods, then preventative treatments will be required in advance of 
expected flystrike.  
 
Flytraps are also a useful tool for determining the timing of preventative 
treatments.

Monitoring, done properly so that strikes are detected before they are 
advanced, is time-consuming, but essential on wellbeing and productivity 
grounds if sheep are at risk.
 
To identify affected sheep the mob must be held, such as against a fence, while 
you walk slowly among them or have the sheep drifted by you so that you can 
see both sides of all sheep (particularly the shoulder area) and the breech.

Come in and see our dedicated animal production team today for 
more information or to discuss a tailored plan for your enterprise.



Looking for more insights?
Our Facebook page is a great way to stay informed. 
Regular product information and specials, seasonal 
insights, community events and branch updates – it’s 
all there at your fingertips! In the last month we posted 
about the End Of Financial Year Market Day, MaxCare/RM 
Williams promotion, Prepay & Grow, State of Origin - Mars 
promotion, Drench Resistance and much more... 

Check us out and share your thoughts!

Agronomy 

Forbes: 	  
Guy Webb  
M: 0422 806 325

Parkes/Peak Hill: 
Luke Wood 
M: 0427 691 633

Animal Health

Forbes: 
Em Wollen 
M: 0427 523 601

Parkes/Peak Hill: 
Dave Rathbone 
M: 0428 515 405

Finance & Insurance

All Branches: 
Ryan Thornberry 
M: 0408 742 521

Pumps & Water

Forbes: 
Arné Murray 
M: 0419 783 503

Parkes/Peak Hill: 
Mitch Leckie 
M: 0422 213 443

Contact an AgriWest specialist today for more information.
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AgriWest Parkes
20-22 Clarinda Street, Parkes NSW 2870

T (02) 6862 1066 F (02) 6862 1583
E parkes@agriwestrural.com.au

AgriWest Forbes
6-8 Camp Street, Forbes NSW 2871
T (02) 6851 4200 F (02) 6851 4338

E forbes@agriwestrural.com.au

AgriWest Peak Hill
110 Caswell Street, Peak Hill NSW 2869

T (02) 6869 1449 F (02) 6869 1592
E peakhill@agriwestrural.com.au

CHEP PALLET
RETURN

PROMOTION!
For any chep pallet returned in 
the month of July customers will 
automatically receive an entry in the 
draw to WIN a Magellan Explorist 
GPS valued at $200! 

1 x GPS to be won at each store 

For more details speak to your local 
AgriWest representative. 
 
Offer ends 31/07/17. Credits only received on pallets 
invoiced to your account. Full terms and conditions 
available in-store – Bathurst, Forbes, Peak Hill and Parkes.


